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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Leslie S. Garmaise and Michael Gilman on 3/2/06. 

3. The claims have been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): An apparatus, comprising: 

a stored table of information indicative of a plurality of parties to be contacted and within 
a local community of interest corresponding to a specified set of one or more computers and to 
which said apparatus can directly route said contact, the stored table including a network address 
for each party within said local community of interest, and an indicator of which of at least two 
networks over which said contacted party desires to be contacted; 

at least two network interface units, each for interfacing to a separate one of the at least 
two networks for receiving requests to contact parties; and 

a processor for determining if a request, made over [[the]] a packet switched data 
network of said at least two networks , to contact *a party is within said local community of 
interest, and if so, completing the contact at the address and over the network stored in the table, 
and if not, sending the contact to a different server over the Internet. 

Claim 2 (Currently amended): The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the two of said 
networks are the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) and the Internet. 
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Claim 1 1 (currently amended): A method of completing a call from a calling party to a 
called party, the called party having network address on a packet switched network, the method 
comprising: 

dialing a number and thereby establishing a first connection between the calling party and 
a first server to request said call over said packet switched network; 

transmitting over said first connection an identifier associated with the called party; 

determining, from said identifier, whether said called party has a network address that is 
part of a community associated with said first server, and if so, completing the call by 
establishing a communications session between said first server and said called party; 

if said called party is not part of a community associated with said first server, contacting 
a second server to determine a third server having a community of which said called party is a 
part, and 

completing the call by establishing a data network connection between said first server 
and said third server, and between said third server and the called part y, wherein one of said 
servers contains a table that comprises information indicative of which one of at least two 
networks are to be used to contact the called party . 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The method of claim 11, wherein on e of th e s e rv e rs 
contains a said table [[that]] includes the identifier, and wherein the network address associated 
with said identifier in the table may be changed by said called party, and wherein said request 
remains the same irrespective of changes made to the table. 

Claim 17 (canceled). 
4. The specification has been amended as follows: 
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Page 4, line 2, please change "server 105" to —server 106—. 


Page 7, line 3, please change "us" to -is-. 


Conclusion 


5. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 


examiner should be directed to Brian D. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-3084. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-6:00 Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wellington Chin can be reached on (571) 272-3134. The fax phone number for the 


Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
syste^ctfntact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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